Since then, Prof McGrath has continued to participate in the UCRC research program and is now the longest standing active CWRU faculty member in the collaboration. Among the important studies undertaken by the social science research team has been research early in the epidemic into HIV risk for women, impact of AIDS on families, and studies of gaps in HIV treatment and service provision. Since 2014, the collaboration has been extended to include engineering faculty at CWRU and Makerere University. Prof. McGrath collaborates with Prof. Andrew Rollins from the Department of Biomedical Engineering at CWRU and Dr. Robert Ssekitoleko in the BME program at Makerere University to bring engineering and social students together in the classroom and on field trips to Uganda to study and design technologies for health to address locally defined health issues in Luwero District, Uganda.
In addition to the faculty-led research, the collaboration has trained dozens of Ugandans across a variety of disciplines, including Anthropology. 
FACULTY NEWS

Dr. Cynthia Beall
Dr. Beall, a member of the Board of Directors of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), participated in three international meeting on hypoxia during November. She gave talks, organized and chaired scientific sessions, and judged presentations in Beijing, China; Gangtok, Sikkim, India; and Kathmandu, Nepal. Discoveries of the distinctive "Tibetan pattern" of adaptation to high-altitude hypoxia began in earnest at Case Western Reserve University Anthropology Department in the 1980s and re-directed the study of human adaptability to address population differences in adaptation to the same stress. Presenters at all three meetings addressed the Tibetan -Andean -East African contrasts in adaptation to high-altitude hypoxia.
Prof. Beall received funding from the National Science Foundation (NSF) Biological Anthropology Program for a project "Genes, physiology, and fertility of Tibetan women at high altitude in Nepal." The new research builds on a previous project "Genes and fertility of Tibetan women at high altitude in Nepal" (http://caslabs.case.edu/genes-and-fertility/). That research was designed to test the hypothesis that certain variants in genes regulating the response to hypoxia associated with adaptation to high-altitude hypoxia and reproductive success of ethnic Tibetan women living above 3000m (~10,000') in Nepal. It discovered that genetic variants at an oxygen homeostasis locus called EPAS1 associated with hemoglobin concentration and that hemoglobin concentration associated with reproductive success in a sample of more than 1,000 women. However, EPAS1 did not associate with reproductive success, implying the involvement of another factor or factors. Because EPAS1 influences many traits, we hypothesized that hemoglobin concentration correlates with one of the other traits which link genetic, biological, and reproductive variation. Therefore, this new research project is designed to determine the biological pathways from the EPAS1 locus to other genes and other biological traits and reproductive success in a sample of 400 of the women who participated in the previous study. We will revisit the women to collect new hematological, cardiopulmonary, and respiratory traits and integrate them into the rich body of genomic, physiological, and reproductive data they have already provided. The relationship between genetic, phenotypic and reproductive variation is central to important goals in biological anthropology including understanding the sources of human biological variation and ongoing human evolution.
Dr. Lihong Shi
Dr. Shi was interviewed on the impact of sex ratio imbalance on marriage in China by The Economist in a special report "In search of women." The interview, "A distorted sex ratio is playing havoc with marriage in China," appeared in the November 23, 2017 print edition. She was also interviewed on the consequences of China's one-child policy by KBIA NPR Missouri for the program "Global Journalist." The interview, "China's 'One-Child' Legacy," was hosted by Jason McLure and aired live radio on March 1, 2018. Jacob Kordeleski, President of the Anthropological Student Association, reported that "This October, the Anthropology Student Association held a speaker event, co-hosted with PERIOD @ CWRU, featuring the department's own Dr. Vanessa Hildebrand. The event was very successful, so we are looking to co-host another event this Spring. If you have a suggestion for an undergraduate club whose interests align with the field of anthropology and who may be interested in collaborating, email Jacob Kordeliski at jmk282@case.edu. Event topics could include public health, human biology, childhood studies, archaeology, cultural studies, and more!
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